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Editors’ notes
This magazine has been made by the children who participate 
in InCommon’s intergenerational projects. It is for the older 
people who live in the communities that we work with. Here 
are some messages from our young writers and artists.
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Here, the children tell us about their personal goals for the 
upcoming year. Their ambitions range from rollerskating to 

reading, and we’re crossing our fingers that they achieve their 
aims in 2022! What are some of your hopes for the year ahead?

Our goals in 2022
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We asked the children to tell 
us about the big issues that we 
need to tackle in 2022. Their 
answers were thoughtful and 
inspiring. We feel confident 
that when younger and older 
generations come together, we 
can all work to make the world 
a better place for the future. 

Change we want to see in the world in 2022
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Change we want to see in the world in 2022
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On these cold, cold winter 
days, we’re imagining 

sunnier times! Can you 
complete these summer 
puzzles that the children 
have made?

Dreaming of summer
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Team Spotlight
Rosy is InCommon’s Programme Manager. Here, she shares some things 
she’s learnt from talking to InCommon participants of all ages.

What’s the most interesting thing you’ve learnt from an older person at 
InCommon?
I was fascinated when a resident reminisced about the lamplighters of the 
1940s. She described how every evening when she was a child, she would 
see the local lamplighter cycle down the street with a wooden ladder on 
his back. He stopped at each street lamp, climbed his ladder, and lit the gas 
inside. That way, people could see their way around after dark. It’s amazing to 
hear about these jobs that don’t really exist anymore.    

And what about the children – have you learnt anything new from them?
I’m so impressed by how passionate the children are about the environment. 
They’re all really clued up about global warming and brimming with ideas 
about how to stop it. The future is in good hands!

What’s your favourite activity that you facilitate as 
part of InCommon’s workshops?
I love ‘A Day in the Life’ – it’s an activity where we 
compare a day in the children’s lives today with a 
day in the older people’s lives when they were 8 
years old. A lot has changed! The older people 
tell us about blackboards, inkwells, and, sadly 
for many, harsh punishments from teachers. 
The children describe what classrooms look like 
now, complete with smartboards and recycling 
bins. But one thing that’s stayed the same 
throughout the years seems to be timeless 
playground games!

What would you say to someone who’s 
thinking about getting involved with 
InCommon?
I’d really encourage them to get in touch! 
There are lots of different ways to take part, 
and, in my experience, it’s always a real joy to 
come together with people from different 
generations. 
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Looking ahead
We’ve been offering intergenerational phone and video calls 
to children and older people while Covid rates have remained 
high. But we’re hoping to get back to some in-person 
workshops in the spring, bringing generations together in the 
great outdoors as the days get warmer! We’re thinking about 
doing some gardening projects, as part of which the children 
will get digging, planting and growing with older people in 
their communities. 

Do you have any favourite gardening activities? 
Do get in touch and let us know!
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We’re always keen to speak to older people who might like to 
share some of their memories with a younger generation. We 
run intergenerational projects which bring older and younger 
people together over the phone, online, via post and in person. 
There are lots of ways to get involved, and you don’t need a 
computer or the internet to take part. If you’d like to find out 
more, do give us a ring on 07718614427 or, if you have email, 
you can reach us at hello@incommon.org.uk. Alternatively, you 
can simply let your scheme manager or concierge know that 
you’re interested in finding out more.

The InCommon Team

Get involved
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A big thank you to all the children at the schools we work with: Belleville, Chalk 
Ridge, Christ Church Erith, Holmleigh, Lessness Heath, Park View, St Mary Cray, St 
Winifred’s, St Paul’s Slade Green, and Walnut Tree Walk. And thank you for all the 
other wordsearches and pictures that we weren’t able to include here!

A big thank you to all the children at the schools we work with: Belleville, 
Christ Church Erith, Holmleigh, Lessness Heath, Marion Richardson, 
St Mary Cray, St Mary & St Michael, St Paul’s Slade Green, St Winifreds, 
and Walnut Tree Walk. And thank you for all the other contributions, 
wordsearches and pictures that we weren’t able to include in this issue!
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